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PARTNERS 

Maison des Sciences Sociales et des Humanités (MSH), Lorraine : https://msh-lorraine.fr/ 

GIS EIRE : https://giseire.hypotheses.org/ 

Religis, https://www.misha.fr/en/news/religis-decrypter-le-sujet-sensible-des-religions 

Minority Protestants Network: https://minorityprotestants.wordpress.com/ 

 

ARGUMENT 

This international conference is part of the MIRCOM project supported by the MSH Lorraine, which 
examines the role of religion, identification and perception of minorities, both internally and 
externally, in nation building from a comparative perspective between Ireland, France and Italy. 
The interdisciplinary approach, combining parallel and comparative studies, aims to highlight both 
specific cases of interaction between minorities and majorities and broader patterns at the 
transnational level. 

This second event seeks to explore religious minorities’ contribution in building the open society 
and in its transition to the democratic nation state further. Indeed, the papers of the first MIRCOM 
conference highlighted how members of the Jewish and Protestant minorities promoted liberal 
legislation and laïcité, fought peasants’ illiteracy in national languages, endeavoured to ensure the 
preservation of collective memories to denounce their alienation and engaged in Zionism as a 
means of enhancing their visibility. However, they also experienced divisions regarding the attitude 
they should adopt towards progressive ideas within and outside their communities, regarding 
intermarriages and foreign solidarities, the secularisation of education, and they experienced class 
conflicts.  

Therefore, the main research question of this second conference is to what extent Jewish and 
Protestant minorities’ ways of navigating disagreement or dissent helped pave the way for a vivre 
ensemble in which differences are respected while avoiding assimilation, instead of segregation or 
exclusion. Did these minorities’ dedication to the study of sacred texts and to debating 
interpretations influence their understanding of the common ground as a symbolically delimited 
space of encounter and confrontation? How did their experiences and their contributions to 
society contribute to a more open society? To what extent did some of them present contradictions 
between their national aspirations and their experiences as communities living in walled gardens? 
How can these experiences help us better understand delimitations of collective identities at the 
local and national levels?  

This conference encourages contributors to combine the ‘history from below’ approach with the 
history of nationalism and nation building. It welcomes case studies that shed new light on the 
individual and collective experiences of minority resistance to domination and exclusion, on their 
struggle to secure legitimacy and rights, and on their attempts to gain visibility. However, these 
case studies should not overlook the ambivalence and contradictions of these individuals and 
communities. Papers on Jewish and Protestant minorities in France, Ireland and Italy between the 
French Revolution and the re-establishment of democracy after the Second World War will then be 
discussed in interdisciplinary sessions to refine our understanding of the anthropology of 
domination and liberty (Tarragoni, 2017, 187).  
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We envisage three main sets of problems and related strategies. They encompass different 
responses to socio-political domination: 

1. Negotiating the common ground in local communities 
2. Segregation and self-segregation in education and family politics 
3. Assimilation or integration as both strategies and unintended consequences  

Papers may consider individual trajectories in a prosopographical approach to analyse how a 
collective conscience is formed, but also how they invested public spaces as a way of testing their 
legitimacy and autonomy. They may also identify and analyse collective forms of solidarity and 
sociability that strengthened minorities’ endeavours, as well as organisations and networks that 
contributed to legitimising their dissenting actions and their fight for justice.  

Papers may tackle one of the three following sub-periods, during which these three countries went 
through major regime changes: the first (1789-1848) ranges from the French Revolution to the 
Printemps des Peuples and corresponds to the emergence of demands for freedoms inspired by 
the Declaration of the Rights of Man ; the second (1848-1922) corresponds to the rise of 
nationalism until the First World War ; and the third (1922-1948) extends from the rise and fall of 
totalitarian regimes, the emergence of Zionism and European attitudes to the creation of the State 
of Israel.  

Proposals for papers of 20 minutes each in English or French (300 words + short biobibliography) 
should be sent to Karina Bénazech Wendling (karina.wendling@univ-lorraine.fr) by 10 February 
2026. Contributions from young researchers and doctoral students are strongly encouraged. 
Selected proposals will be notified by the end of February 2026.  

Bursaries 

The conference is generously funded by the Université de Lorraine, the MSH Lorraine, the GIS EIRE, 
ReliGis, and the SOFEIR. 

A limited number of travel and/or accommodation bursaries may be offered to speakers based on 
need. All requests for bursaries must be submitted by 10 February 2026. 
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